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/ THE LAST WORD

Soundtrack for a slump
What this housing downturn needs is a good theme song or two

THE CURRENT HOUSING slump comes
with practically everything: drama
and pathos, sharpies and frauds,
exaggeration and understatement,
victims and villains, seers and sages,
excuses and alibis, forecasters and
fault-finders.

Everything, that is, but a
soundtrack. And that’s a shame. For
if, as they say, “Music hath charms to
sooth a savage breast” (later reinter-
preted by Elton John as “Sad songs
say so much”). ’'m betting a bunch of
folks could use a tune or two.

Accordingly — with input from
our readers of VARBuzz.com, and
tongue planted firmly in cheek — 1
present herewith some musical
suggestions for those who brought
about or are forced to endure these
tough economic times.

For those yearning for the good
old days, circa. 2003-2006
e Glory Days
o If I Could Turn Back Time
e It Must Have Been Love
(“...but it’s over now...”)
o I Wanna Go Back (“...and do
it all again, but I can’t go back,
I know.”)
e Guess 1 Had Your Leavin’ Comin’

For the economists and Wall
Street types who didn’t see
this coming

* [ Have Confidence In Me

* Always Too Late

* I’m Beginning to See the Light

For the sleazy subprime lenders

who took the unsuspecting

for a ride

® Making Love Out of Nothing at All

* How Could You Believe Me When
I Said I Love You When You Know
I’ve Been a Liar All My Life?

e How Come Your Dog Don’t Bite
Nobody But Me?

e If I Fall, You’re Going Down
With Me

* Baby, You’re No Good

Songs of lenders who gave

no-income, no-asset loans to

folks who didn’t remotely qualify

e Come and Get It (You know:
“If you want it anytime, I can give
it, but you better hurry ’cause it
may not last.”)

e Don’t Stop *Til You Get Enough

e Santa Claus Comes Tonight

o Little Pink Houses (“Ain’t that
America?”)

For current short-sellers who
thought their no doc, no-money-
down A.R.M. was too good to be
true (and it was)

e [t Ain’t Easy Bein’ Easy

* Livin’ in Fast Forward

e Call Me Irresponsible

® (Was I) Out of My Head

e [ Am a Man of Constant Sorrow

e Short People (got no reason
to live)

For unrealistic sellers and

the REALTORS® who agree

to overprice them

e Don’t Know Much

e Crazy

e What a Fool Believes

* You Can’t Always Get What
You Want

For those homeowners who walk
away from their foreclosure

e Upside Down

e This House Ain’t a Home

® Bye Bye Love

e She Used to Be Mine

For those in search of

a federal bailout

e If You Got the Money, Honey,
I Got the Time

Finally, for those who truly were
defrauded by unscrupulous, preda-
tory lenders, there’s this lyric, from
Paul Simon:

“It’s outrageous to line your

pockets off the misery of the poor,

Outrageous the crime some human

beings must endure.”

Some sad songs get it exactly
right. ®

Scott Brunner is VAR’s CEO. There’s
a free VAR Convention registration
for the first VAR member who can
correctly identify the artist for each
of the songs listed above. Email your
entries to scott@VARealtor.com.
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You could Listen to the rumors,
or you could profit from the truth.

When you're the most innovative real estate company in the country,* there’s bound to be talk.
Before you listen to their explanation of who we are, we invite you to find out for yourself. Find
out why so many of the top agents from around the country are choosing KELLER WILLIAMS®.
Learn about our creative business model that includes: KELLER WILLIAMS® University, Profit
Sharing, Building Your Business Within a Business, Marketing Freedom and an Agent-Driven
Leadership Council, all coordinated with an innovative economic model.

Find out if Keller Williams is right for you as an agent or as an owner.
Call us or email your confidential inquiry today!
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Virginia Region
703-335-8000 * va@kw.com * www.kw.com
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